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that true swadeshi means home-production.   I therefore want the
people to be totally indifferent to the mill manufactures.
Even of the Indian mills?
Yes. I am not boycotting Indian mills as such, because that is
unnecessary. But if the people fall back upon Indian mills, only
then I will boycott Indian mills also because they will not solve
the ultimate problem. I know that the swadeshi gospel has not
been understood; certainly it has not been assimilated by all the
body of workers, much less by the critics.
Is it your object not to support at all even the consumption of Indian
mill-made goods? We have a strike here now in which five or six thousand of the
workers in one of the Indian mills have come out. Would it not be possible
in accordance with your own programme to provide a percentage of them with
handlooms instead of insisting upon all of them going back to the mills ?
I am doing that; I have done that in the case of the Assam-
Bengal strike.1 They had struck work out of sympathy for the
outraged coolies from the Assam tea plantations. The Govern-
ment have not repaired the mischief which they had done and
ruthlessly maltreated them. If I can prevent all the men from
rejoining as on the Assam-Bengal Railway and Steamer Co.'s, I
shall do so and I shall advise the Congress Committee to vote as
much as they can in order to give every one of the strikers, a
spinning-wheel and to give groups of them handlooms, and esta-
blish for them a colony to give them every facility. When I heard
of a strike of women in mills I sent similar messages. We are try-
ing to reduce the number of women labourers.
Do you solely object to the conditions under which the workers have to
live or do you object to the introduction of Western machinery? If the con-
ditions in all the Indian mills were improved to a certain extent, and they were
given satisfactory housing and satisfactory wages, would your objection to mill
production continue?
Yes, my objection will continue because it is not based on anti-
pathy to Western machinery. Here the question of West and
East does not arise. The question of West and East is ever present
in my mind but in connection with the machinery as you have put
it, I am against concentrating the manufacture of cloth in the
hands of a few, just as I would be against concentrating the cook-
ing of our food in hotels. Millions of people in India used to oc-
cupy themselves usefully and honourably at least eight hours per
l Vide "Speech to Railway Workers, Chittagong", 31-8-192L